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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  2,  1952 
Ltr.  No. 523 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  feared,  warming  weather : "brought  additional  outbreaks  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  Canada.    Canadian  officials  found  flare-ups  in  Sas- 
katchewan near  Ormiston  last  week  and  near  Weyburn  this  week.  Infected 
herds  in  the  latter  outbreaks  were  less  than  5°  miles  from  the  U.  S.  "border. 
Diseased  and  exposed  animals  were  immediately  killed  and  hurled  and  the 
surrounding  areas  rigidly  quarantined. 

Upon  word  of  the  most  recent  outbreak  Secretary  Brannan  ordered 
a  tripling  of  the  number  of  men  assigned  to  border  patrol  along  the 
Canadian  boundary  of  Montana  and  North  Dakota,    They  have  the  Job  of  pre- 
venting entry  of  stray  animals  or  animal  byproducts  which  might  bring  the 
disease  into  this  country. 

As  you  may  recall,  Department  animal  industry  specialists  have 
been  busy  checking  on  animals  shipped  into  this  country  just  before  the 
border  was  closed.    They  completed  their  investigations  this  week  and  re- 
ported no  evidence  of  foot-and-mouth  infection  in  any  of  the  imported 
animals . 


Details  on  these  latest  developments  were  sent  you  in  USDA  re- 
leases 895-52,  938-52  and  9^-52.    Enclosed  with  this  letter  is  the  newly 
revised  USDA  bulletin  on  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease.    Thought  you  might  like 
to  "swap"  to  your  old  one  for  the  up-to-date  model. 

Incidentally  Chairman  Harold  D.  Cooley  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  will  be  sending  you  for  the  committee  a  copy  of  the  script  of 
an  NBC  network  discussion  on  Foot -and -Mouth.    Participating  were  Congresc- 
men  Hope,  Poage,  and  Cooley. 


Institute  Well  Attended 


The  agricultural  radio  and  television  sessions  at  the  Institute 
for  Education  by  Radio-Television  were  attended  by  some  55  different  per- 
sons with  about  U5  at  each  meeting.    Farm  broadcasters  from  commercial 
stations  and  extension  services  included:    Maurice  White,  Harry  Andrews, 
George  Zeis,  Larry  Sarbaugh,  Bob  Ford,  Dick  Cech,  Roy  Jewell  (Canada),  John 
Merrifield,  Jim  Chapman,  Creighton  Knau,  Paul  Visser,  Bob  Parker,  Mary  Lou 
Pfeiffer,  Ken  Gapen,  Maynard  Speece,.Dix  Harper  and  Cecil  Herrell. 
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Chemicals  Versus  Mover 

The  case  for  chemicals  versus  the  mower  as  a  weed  controller  got 
another  "boost  from  research  announced  "by  Department  specialists  this  week, 

A  three  year  study  in  cooperation  with  the  Mississippi  Experi- 
ment Station  shows  that  by  September  of  the  second  year  the  use  of  amine 
salt  of  2,1+-D  in  May  and  July  had  killed  more  than  99.9  percent  of  the 
weeds;  mowing  at  regular  intervals  controlled  less  than  half  (hk  percent). 
Weeds  on  plots  not  mowed  or  treated  increased  l6«fold. 

The  chemical  also  had  the  advantage  of  promoting  higher  forage 
yields  "by  reducing  competition,  helping  to  increase  grass  and  legume  stands. 

Weeds  controlled  "by  the  amine  salt  were  tarweed,  ragweed,  bone- 
set,  Cassia,  primrose,  horseweed,  and  sneezeweed.    The  2,4-D  didn't  hurt 
any  of  the  grasses  used  (Dallis,  Bermuda,  and  Johnson)  or  the  legumes 
(lespedeza,  white  clover,  or  "black  medic). 

Best  time  for  application  was  found  to  he  late  spring  when  weeds 
were  growing  fast.    Nothing  was  gained  "by  retreating  in  August.    These  ex- 
periments showed  applications  from  3A  t°  1  pound  per  acre  were  adequate 
for  good  control. 

Better  Bandages  Ahead 

Better  bandages  for  elbows,  knees  and  fingers  may  soon  be  on 
the  market.    It's  a  new  type  of  cotton  bandage  developed  at  the  Department's 
Southern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  at  New  Orleans  and  already  being  com- 
mercially produced  for  the  Armed  Forces. 

Outstanding  feature  of  the  new  bandage  is  its  ability  to  fit 
irregular  contours  of  the  body  due  to  its  self -fitting  and  self  tightening 
properties.    The  elastic  nature  of  the  gauze  is  obtained  by  means  of  a 
simple  chemical  treatment  of  the  cotton  gauze. 

The  treated  gauze- doesn't  slip,  doesn't  restrict  circulation  or 
freedom  of  movement,  and  is  excellent  for  light  pressure  dressings  on  burns 
or  skin  grafts.    Army  surgeons  say  its  use  in  hospitals  and  field  stations 
in  Korea  has  proved  the  new  bandage  the  best  available  for  holding  dress- 
ings on  multiple  wounds  and  burned  areas. 

Grassland  Congress  Details 

Work  on  blueprints  for  the  August  17  to  23  International  Grass- 
land Congress  at  Penn  State  continues.    Plans  for  educational  exhibits  are 
being  drawn  up.    They'll  give  public  agencies  and  commercial  interests  a 
chance  to  present  many  phases  of  grassland  improvement  to  a  world-wide  au- 
dience.   An  important  part  of  these  exhibits,  of  course,  will  be  demon- 
strations of  machinery  connected  with  grassland  farming. 

For  details  of  the  program,  committees,  registration,  and  re- 
servation blanks  we're  enclosing  an  information  bulletin  on  the  Congress, 


Screworm  Threat 


Livestockmen  in  both  northern  and  southern  areas  of  the  U.  S.  are 
cautioned  to  "be  on  the  lookout  for  screworm  infestations.    Although  the 
worms  normally  advance  from  winter  quarters,  in  Mexico  and  the  southern  U.L. 
at  the  rate  of  2^  to  35  miles  a  week,  they  often  take  to  a  more  rapid,  means 
of  transportation  and  hitch-hike  rides  with  shipments  of  livestock  into 
northern  areas.    If  the  pest  isn't  recognized  promptly,  it  can  multiply 
rapidly  and  do  tremendous  damage. 

Screworm;  infestations  can  be  identified  by  the  whit©,  flat, 
shingle-like  masses  of  eggs  that  the  parent  flies  attach  to  the  edge  of  an 
open  wound  on  an  animal,  or  by  the  screworms  themselves  which  are  a  near- 
ly transparent  white,  becoming  a  pinkish  color  as  they  mature.    Their  mouth 
hooks  are  also  an  easy-to-recognize  characteristic.    Spines  on  their  bodies 
give  them  a  screw-like  appearance. ..and  their  name.    Two  tiny  breathing  ' 
tubes  opening  at  the  rear  of  the  screworm' s  body  appear  black  against  the 
worm's  color,  and  give  us  another  good  way  to  identifying  the  pest. 

The  mature  screworms,  about  half  an  inch  long,  leave  the  wound, 
dig  into  the  soil  and  go  into  a  resting  state.    The  adult  fly  comes  out 
in  about  ten  days  and  is  soon  ready  to  start  a  new  life  cycle  by  laying 
eggs  on  wounds  of  animals. 

Department  entomologists  recommend  a  medicine  called  EQ-335 
the  prevention  and  cure  of  screworm  infection.    It  contains  lindane  and 
is  applied  to  wounds  as  a  smear.    Because  of  lindane's  lasting  effect,  once- 
a-week  application  of  EQ-335  controls  all  but  the  most  severe  cases.  Other 
medicines  usually  call  for  twice  a  week  application.    Another  advantage  of 
the  lindane  mixture  is  its  ability  to  kill  female  screworm  flies  that  try 
to  feed  or  lay  eggs  in  the  wound. 

The  recommended  "step-in-time"  is  to  treat  all  scratches  or  sores 
of  animals  shipped  to  northern  areas  both  when  loading  and  unloading. 

Production  Goals  in  Europe  Too 

The  Western  Hemisphere  evidently  has  no  copyright  on  the  idea  of 
production  goals.    Mutual  Security  Agency  announced  last  week  that  an 
"agricultural  production  assistance  drive"  is  being  launched  in  Western 
Europe  this  spring.    At  present  they're  rounding  up  twenty  specialists  from 
this  country  to  help  spark  the  all-out  drive  for  greater  food  production. 

One  of  the  recruits  is  our  old  friend  Hadley  Reed,  Ext,  Editor 
from  Illinois  who  stopped  by  the  office  last  week  while  here  in  Washington 
making  final  arrangements  to  work  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  The  Netherlands. 
Vermont  Extension  Editor  Jack  Spaven  has  taken  an  assignment  to  work  in 
the  Mediterranean  countries,  and  Ralph  Fulghum,  assistant  chief  of  the 
USDA's  Division  of  Extension  Information,  and  former  Florida  and  Georgia 
Extension  Editor,  will  be  working  in  France.    In  addition  to  these  "sages 
of  information"  numerous  U.S.  fertilizer,  farm  machinery,  livestock,  crop, 
and  soils  specialists  are  also  being  recruited  to  encourage  the  use  of  new 
and  iuvproved  methods  of  producing  more  bread  and  coarse  grains,  grass- 
lands, forage  crops,  milk,  meats,  and  other  livestock  products. 
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Andrews  Heads  Up  Point  Four 

Stan  Andrews,  who  many  RFD's  know  as  former  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment's Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  was  sworn  in  yesterday  as 
director  of  Technical  Cooperation  Administration's  program.  ..in  other  words 
Point  Four.    He's  "been  acting  head  of  that  program  since  December  when  Dr. 
E.  G.  Bennett  of  Oklahoma ,  former  director ,  was  killed  in  an  airplane  crash 
in  Iran. 

Stan's  "background  includes  "both  radio  and  farm  paper  work.  During 
the  thirties  he  was  owner  and  manager  of  radio  station  KARK  in  Little  Rock 
and  owner  and  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Farmer.    And  he  started  the  RED  work 
at  WWL  New  Orleans. 

E.  H.  Bennett  Retires 

As  you  probably  noticed  in  USDA  release  9^8-52  Dr.  H.  H.  Bennett, 
the  "father  of  soil  conservation, "  retired  from  the  Department  this  week 
at  the  age  of  71.    He's  "been  in  3oils  work  since  graduation  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  in  1903  and  has  served  as  special  assistant  to 
Secretary  Brannan  since  last  October. 

PEA  Reorganization 

The  Rural  Electrification  Administration  will  have  a  "new  look" 
after  July  1.    It's  staff  is  "being  reorganized.    Purpose  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion in  the  words  of  Administrator  Claude  Wickard  is  "to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  rapidly  expanding  telephone  program  and  to  take  "better  advantage  of  the 
increasing  experience  and  stability  that  the  electric  "borrowers  have  at- 
tained." 

The  two  principal  changes  are:     (l)  The  telephone  staff  will  "be 
increased  "by '50  percent... as  rapidly  as  the  people  can  "be  trained  and  shifted 
from  the  electric  program.     (2)  Five  Electric  Distribution.Area  Offices  will 
"be  set  up  to  provide  a  single  organization  to  work  with  distribution  "bor- 
rowers.   These  offices  will  "be  headquartered  in  Washington. 

In  the  past,  KEA  has  had  so-called  "line"  divisions,  each  of  which 
had  field  representatives  calling  on  the  co-ops.    Those  included  engineers, 
"business  management . specialists,  power  use  specialists,  and  people  trained 
in  developing  information  for  loan  applications.    Each  field  worker  re- 
ported to  his  or  her  particular  division.    Under  the  new  set-up,  most  field 
workers  will  have  more  general  responsibilities  and  will  report  to  the  Area 
offices . 

Speaking  of  PEA 

That  organization  celebrates  its  17th  birthday  May  11.    In  the  2-k 
years  since  the  telephone  program  was  added  to  REA's  responsibilities,  more 
than  $60  million  has  been  approved  as  loans  to  some  160  co-ops  and  small 
local  companies  in  38  States.    However,  applications  on  file  now  total  some 
90  million,  and  number  about  500.    The  electrification  program,  meanwhile, 
although  still  not  complete,  shows  increasing  evidence  of  self-sufficiency. 
Of  about  $2  billion  of  loans  advanced,  about  half  of  it  in  the  last  five 
years,  debt -service  payments  amount  to  nearly  $300  million.    This  includes 
over  $4l  million  repaid  ahead  of  schedule.    Less  than  a  quarter  of  1  per- 
cent is  as  much  as  30  &ays  behind  schedule.   
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Cotton  and  Crop  Report  Ahead 

May  8  (Thursday)  11  a.m.  E.D.S.T.  "brings  the  Department's  report 
on  acreage,  yield  per  acre,  etc.,  of  last  year's  ('51)  cotton  crop.  July 
8  "brings  first  report  on  acreage  this. year. 

May  9  (Friday)  3  p.m.  E.D.S.T.  "brings  the  general  crop  report 
with  the  story  on  wheat  and  rye,  hay,  pasture,  potatoes,  fruit,  milk, 
tobacco,  poultry  and  egg  production. 

Less  Com  Under  Price  Support 

This  week's  report  from  CCC  indicates  that  farmers  have  put  less 
than  half  as  much  1951 -crop  corn  under  price  support  through  March  of  this 
year  as  they  had  1950-crop  corn  under  support  through  March  of  '51.  As 
you  may  remember,-  loans  and  purchase  agreements  on  the  '51 -crop  corn  will 
"be  available  to  farmers  through  May  1952.    There'll  be  no  "reseal"  loan 
•program  on  '51-crop  corn  and  none  of  the  "reseal"  loans  maturing  this 
year  will  be  extended. 

Sending  Along  ... 

Enclosed  this  week  are-  a  factual  round-up  of  "Essentials  for 
Efficient  Dairy  Farming,"  latest  reports  on  "Garden  and  Home  Food  Preser- 
vation Facts,  "  the  President's  Proclamation  and  the  Secretary's  memo  on 
National  Farm  Safety  Week,  and  BAE's  Statistical  Summary  for  April. 

First  Aid  for  Flooded  Homes 

Since  our  last  letter  (No.  522)  the  newly  revised  "First  Aid 
for  Flooded  Homes  and  Farms"  is  out  in  bulletin  form  and  available  to  RFD's. 
It's  Agriculture  Handbook  No.  38.    Information  included  is  the  same  as 
that  in  the  mimeographed  copy  enclosed  with  the  last  letter. 

White-Pine  Blister  Rust  Spreads 

Producing  areas  free  of  white -pine  blister  rust  was  narrowed 
down  to  less  than  six  States  last  week.    Department  specialists  announced 
finding  infections  of  the  disease  in  most  of  the  southern  Appalachian  re- 
gion and  as  a  result  extended  quarantine  to  Georgia,  Kentucky,  South 
Carolina,  and  Tennessee  as  of  last  Friday*    White -pine  producing  States 
still  free  of  the  disease  are  Arizona,  Colorado,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Utah 
and  the  southern  two-thirds  of  California. 

Light  or  Dark  Heref ords?  ■ 

The  old  argument  among  Hereford  cattle  growers  as  to  which  color 
shade  is  the  best  can  now  be  settled.    USDA  researchers  at  the  Woodward, 
Oklahoma,  station  compared  the  gains  of  2,000  Hereford  steers  of  light- 
red,  dark-red,  and  intermediate -red  color  for  k  years  under  similar 
grazing  conditions.    Average  gain  by  steers  of  different  color  shades 
was  the  same.    Therefore,  feeders  will  go  on  picking  their  steers  accord- 
ing to  color,  just  as  they  probably  would  have  anyhow. 
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Wanted:    EFD's  .: 

Some  of  the  agency  information  folks  here  in  the  Department 
have  shown  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  getting  farm  "broadcasters  or  ex- 
RFD's  to  fill  normal  vacancies  in  general  information  work  that  occur 
from  time  to  time.    However,  frequently  I'm  at  a  loss  to  know  who  might 
he  interested  in  such  jots.    If  you  fall  in  the  category  of  "being  inter- 
ested" Just  a  note  would  convey  your  interest  and  enable  me  to  give  them 
leads  on  who    to  contact. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows. . . 

ABC  American  Farmer. , .originates  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EDT. . (however,  available  at  regular  time  to  stations  on  standard  time). 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Boh  Crom.    May  10  feature  on 
"The  Label  Tells  the  Story"  with  W.  G.  Reed  and  E.  L.  Griffin  of  PMA's  In- 
secticide Division.    May  17  feature  tells  of  "Electric  Farming  and  the 
Wired  Hand"  and  how  they  can  help  reach  '52  production  goals  with  Biggs 
Shepperd,  Assistant  Administrator  of  REA,  as  guest. 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor"  originates  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  11:30  to  11:^5  EDT.     (Check  locally  in  different  time  zones)  Lee 
Hannify  with  news  and  interviews.    Monday  through  Friday. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT. 
(Special  arrangements  for  Standard  time  zone  stations)    Claude  Mahoney 
with  news  and  features. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .. originates  Saturday  1:00  to 
1:30  p.m.  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.     (Standard  time  zones  not 
affected)    May  17  feature  tells  the  story  of  the  current  Insect  situation 
and  its  relation  to  food  and  fiber  production.    Guest  specialists  will  be 
R.  W.  Horned  and  William  A.  Baker  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine. 

CBS  Morning  News... CBS  TV  Network. originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EDT. ,  from  New  York  and  Washington.     "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from 
USDA  with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 

Among  Ourselves 

Jerry  Seaman  informs  us  that  Paul  Seabrook,  formerly  Ext.  Radio 
Editor  in  South  Carolina,  has  now  joined  the  Bert  Gittins  Agency.  Dix 
Harper,  WIBC,  seems  to  be  extremely  "corn  conscious"  these  days.  He's 
helping  promote  a  "Plant  More  Corn  Month"  in  Indiana  and  spending  all 
extra-curricular  hours  making  plans  for  the  Second  Indiana  and  Fourth 
National  Mechanical  Corn  Picking  Contests  of  which  he's  general  chairman. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures:  /j/ 
Statistical  Summary 

Prod:    Nat'l  Farm  Safety  Week  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Farmers'  Bulletin  #666  Ass't  Director  of  Informat 

Efficient  Dairy  Farming  f or  Radlo  and  Television 

6th  Internat'l  Grassland  Congress 
Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres.  No.  Ik 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  16,  1952 
Letter  No.  5& 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

\\)--  *       •■''•>•  "        '*>•'"*         •  ''*• 

Let's  reverse  the  journalistic  custom  and  put  "30"  at  the  "begin- 
ning of  this  story.    There  are  just  3 0  more  days  from  today  until  farm 
"broadcasters  gather  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel ' in  Washington  for  the  informal 
"rump"  session  -which  -will  precede  the  Fifth  Radio  Farm  Directors  summer 
meeting.    June  15  is  the  get-together  date  and  June  16  and  17  are  the  of- 
ficial meeting  dates s 

The  meeting  was  requested  "by  the  National  Association  of  Radio 
Farm  Directors  for  all  farm  "broadcasters ,  Secretary  Brannan  has  extended 
the  invitation,  and  the  NARFD  committee  has  planned  the  program.  It's 
expected  that  several  of  the  farm  radio  advertising  men  will  also  "be  here. 
And  we  know  that  a  number  of  wives  will  come  along  to  do  the  sightseeing 
for  "both.  • 

The  preliminary  copy  of  the  program  coming  to  you  soon  will  give 
details  on  discussions  with  several  Department  officials  on  meeting  the 
chief  agricultural  problem  ahead.    Secretary  Brannan  expects  that  you'll 
come  loaded  with  questions  to  ask  him  in  the  conference  arranged  for  that 
purpose.    A  joint  meeting  with  the  House  and  Senate  agricultural  commit- 
tees and  a  session  with  the  farm  organizations  are  on  the  "sked. "  There 
will  be  discussions  on  TV  and  Department  RFD  radio  services.  Stanley 
Andrews  is  all  set  to  report  on  the  Point  IV  program,    All  of  this  and 
two  lunches  and  a  dinner  plus  some  entertainment  arranged  under  the  leader- 
ship of  committee  chairman  Phil  Alampi. 

Just  a  reminder  ---  Deadline  for  sending  hotel  reservations  to 
Mr.  Fullilove  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel  is- June  1*    The  address:    12th  and 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Foot -and -Mouth  Bulletin 

We've  had  some  inquiry  from  RFD' s  as  to  whether  it's  all  right 
to  offer  the  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease  Bulletin,  FB-666.    Distribution  folks 
tell  us  they  have  a  fairly,  good  supply  and  can  probably  fill  all  requests 
as  long  as  your  offices  follow  the  bulletin  distribution  procedure  out- 
lined in  a  recent  issue  of  this  letter.    If  you  need  details,  write. 
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Promising  Butterfat  Test Developed. 

Researchers  in  the  USDA  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  announced  this 
week  the  progress  they've  made  toward  developing  an  easier-to-read  "butter- 
fat  test  for  milk  and  cream.    In  addition  to  "being  more  easily  read  the  test 
uses  a  detergent  compound  and  other  chemicals  in  place  of  the  highly  corro- 
sive and  critically  short  sulphuric  acid  used  in  the  long-established 
Ba"bcock  Test. 

Through  more  research,  specialists  hope  to  further  simplify  this 
test  to  the  point  that  milk  can  "be  tested  inexpensively  "but  accurately 
right  on  the  farm.    Time  needed  for  the  detergent  test  is  no  longer  than 
that  required  "by  the  Babcock  method.    The  detergent  test  uses  the  same  type 
of  graduated  test  "bottles  and  may  or  may  not  use  a  centrifuge. .  .depending 
on  which  modification  of  the  test  is  followed. 

Development  of  the  test  is  founded  on  experiments  carried  out  "by 
G,  P.  Sanders,  0.  S.  Sager,  F.  M,  Grant,  and  T.  W6.  Hammond  of  BDI.  Besides 
giving  a  clearer  and  more  precise  reading,  the  detergent  makes  the  "bottles 
much  easier  to  clean  than  when  sulphuric  acid  is  used, 

Note,  however,  the  new  test  method  must  undergo  trials  and  tests 
"by  disinterested  authorities  "before  it  can  'be  offered  to  the  industry. 

Anthrax  Release 

This  week  youTve  "been  mailed  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  State 
Livestock  Sanitary  Authorities  outlining  Department  policy  on  anthrax  con- 
trol.   It's  USDA  1035-52. 

Farmer's  Share-  of  Dollar  Drops 

Average  farm  share  of  the  consumer's  retail  food  dollar  for  the 
first  2  months  of  this  year  was  2  cents  under  that  of  last  year.  In-be- 
tween marketing  charges  for  the  early  months  of  '52  have  "been  5  percent 
above  '51. 

Farm  Ownership  Climb 

Think  many  of  you  RFD's  may  be  interested  in  a  story  in  the  May 
issue  of  Agricultural  Situation  by  Louis  H„  Bean.    He  points  out  that  we 
have  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  more  farms  operated  by  owners  today  than 
we  had  in  1930.    In  fact  farm  ownership  since  that  time  has  climbed  to 
nearly  75  percent. . .the  highest  in  over  70  years.    In  1930,  h2  percent  of 
our  farms  were  operated  by  tenants.    Now  less  than  27  percent  are  tenant 
operated . 

Kr ilium  Not  Alone 

Department  specialists  tell  us  that  three  more  soil  conditioners 
have  recently  entered  the  market.  One  a  powder,  called  Soilise  (soil-ice) 
...the  other  two  liquids,  Fluff ium  and  Acri-Soil. 
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Pear  Waste  to  Beefsteak 


Looks  like  it's  now  possible  to  make  beefsteaks  out  of  the  hills 
of  pear  trimmings  which  have  previously  been  waste  and  disposal  problems 
to  fruit  canneries.    The  process  for  transforming  this  pear  waste  to  valu- 
able livestock  feed  is  the  result  of  three  years',  joint  research  by  the 
Department's  Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory  and  the  Canner  League 
of  California  with  the  University  of  California  running  the  feeding  ex- 
periments. 

In  those  feeding  trials  using  22  head  of  Hereford  and  Hereford 
Angus  steers,  the  principal  aim  was  to  compare  the  nutritional  values  of 
pear  pulp  and  pear  molasses  with  conventional  cattle  feeds  such  as  beet 
pulp  and  cane  molasses.    Pear  molasses  (the  concentrated  juice  pressed 
from  pear  wastes)  was  reported  to  be  equal  to  or  slightly  higher  in  feeding 
value  than  cane  molasses,    The  pear  pulp  (pressed  and  dried  pear  waste) 
proved  to  be  equal  in  value  to  high-grade,  low-protein  hay.    It  was  esti- 
mated to  have  a  feed  value  70  to  75  percent  that  of  beet  pulp  and  should 
be  considered  more  as  a  roughage  than  as  a  concentrate. 

Feeding  trials  with  2k  head  of  crossbred  ewes  were  run  to  test 
the  palatability  of  the  new  by-products.    Both  the  pear  molasses  and  pear 
pulp  got  a  favorable  reception  from  the  cattle  and  sheep.    In  fact,  as 
soon  as  the  sheep  found  pear  molasses  could  be  eaten,  they  found  it  so 
tasty  that  it  could  no  longer  be  fed  in  self  feeders.    However,  it  was 
found  to  work  well  in  combination  with  hay,    And  a  mixture  of  one  part 
pear  molasses  and  four  parts  pear  pulp  was  preferred  to  alfalfa  hay  by  one 
lot  of  sheep. 

As  for  the  beefsteaks  resulting  from  this  feeding. . .researchers 
found  no  significant  difference  in  carcass  cut-out  value  between  cattle 
fed  pear  wastes  and  those  fed  dried  beet  pulp  and  cane  molasses e  However, 
cattle  fed  beet  pulp  did  gain  a  bit  faster  than  those  getting  pear  pulp. 

Incidentally,  while  the  continuous  conversion  process  developed 
in  this  research  was  aimed  primarily  at  reclaiming  pear  wastes  it  also 
works  as  well  on  other  pulpy  fruit  and  tomato  residue .wastes.    And,  while 
this  new  source  of  feed  is  by  no  means  a  complete  cure  for  a  feed  short- 
age, specialists  feel  it  a  significant  development  in  view  of  our  tight 
feed  supply  situation. 

Detergent  Feeds 

You've  probably  been  seeing  quite  a  lot  on  use  of  detergents  in 
poultry  and  hog  feeds.    Department  animal  nutritionists  tell  us  the  whole 
subject  of  detergents  in  chicken  and  hog  feeds  is  uncertain  and  indefinite 
as  to  conclusions, 

Probable  reason  for  these  surface -active  agents  affecting  the 
animal  that  eats  them  is  the  fact  that  they  serve  to  change  the  surface 
tension  of  the  feed  mixture  on  its  way  through  the  digestive  tract. 
Michigan  State  College  first  tackled  this  one  a  couple  of  years  ago... a 
few  tests  are  now  underway  at  Beltsville  but  as  yet  there's  nothing  to 
report . 
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Know  Your  Insects 

Department  entomologists  warn  that  it  takes  wise  use  of  new 
insecticides  to  make  them  effective  and  benef icial*    With  some  crops  the 
insect  problem  is  such  that  these  insecticides  can  "be  applied  as  a  pre- 
cautionary or  preventive  measure,  and  give  good  protection  during  much 
of  the  growing  season.    On  other  crops,  however,  such  use  of  the  new  in- 
secticides controls  some  insect  pests,  hut  at  the  same  time  destroys  cer- 
tain beneficial  insects.    This  allows  other  destructive  pests,  which  are 
normally  controlled  by  natural  enemies,  to  build  up  dangerous  populations. 

That's  pretty  well  illustrated  in  recent  research  on  the  control 
of  insects  affecting  cantaloups  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  of  Arizona. 
There  are  5  serious  insect  pests  of  Arizona-grown  cantaloups.    DDT  effec- 
tively controls  2  of  them.    Yet  the  entomologists  now  recommend  against 
the  use  of  DDT  on  this  crop  because  they've  found  it  also  kills  the  natural 
enemies  of  two  of  the  three  remaining  important  insects. 

That's    why  insect  control  on  cantaloupe,  as  well  as  on  many 
other  crops,  should  be  handled  on  a  field-to-field  basis,  using  insecti- 
cides only  as  the  need  arises.    There's  hope  that  further  research  may 
bring  more  of  the  answers. 

And  Looking  At  Pesticides 

Although  the  overall  supplies  of  pesticides  should  be  adequate 
enough  to  avoid  any  serious  shortages  during  the  year  Department  special- 
ists emphasize    advance  ordering  as  essential.    Judging  from  the  picture 
as  they  describe  it,  anything  RFD's  can  do  to  encourage  farmers  to  get 
pesticides  ordered  now,  will  be  a  real  service  to  farmers  and  toward 
averting  bottlenecks  in  the  rush  of  the  season.    That  is,  of  course,  par- 
ticularly important  in  the  feed  grain  and  cotton  growing  areas. 

USDA  surveys  indicate  that  we  can  expect  pesticide  needs  to  be 
up  about  9  percent  this  year  from  '50-' 51.    On  the  whole,  supplies  should 
be  equal  to  the  demand  at  prices  generally  not  greatly  different  from 
those  of  last  year.    Supplies  of  pesticides  containing  copper  and  sulfur 
may  not  be  sufficient  to  fill  all  demands  during  the  year,  but  alternate 
materials  will  be  generally  available.    Supplies  of  lead  arsenate,  cri- 
tically short  earlier  in  the  year,  are  greatly  improved, 

IPYE  Roster  Enclosed 

With  this  issue  of  the  letter  we're  sending  a  complete  list  of 
the  90  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  delegates  slated  to  go  abroad 
next  month.    If  you  want  them  to  do  any  special  reporting  or  recording 
for  you  over  there,  it  would  probably  be  best  to  contact  them  before  they 
leave  their  homes.    New  York  departure  date  for  the  hi  going  to  Austria, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  England,  Wales,  Norway,  and  Sweden 
is  June  10;  those  going  to  Israel,  Lebanon,  Syria,  Tunisia,  Turkey,  Greece, 
and  Italy  leave  June  12;  and  the  25  headed  for  Scotland,  France,  Ireland, 
North  Ireland,  The  Netherlands,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  will  attend  the 
k- H  Club  Camp  here  in  Washington  and  sail  on  June  25. 
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Radio  Important  in  Feed  Grain  Drive 

Reports  from  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  indicate  "both 
State  and  county  committees  are  cooperating  extensively  with  radio  in  pro- 
moting greater  feed  grain  planting,    RFD's  are  obviously  responsible  for 
much  of  the  cooperation  these  committees  are  getting. 

There  seems  to  "be  some  pretty  good  evidence  of  its  effective- 
ness ,  too.    Ohio  committees  report  "bad  weather  in  March  and  early  April 
delayed  oats  sowing  and  many  farmers  are  now  shifting  much  of  that  acre- 
age to  corn.    After  taking  a  look  at  their  still  well-filled  hay  mows, 
many  Wisconsin  farmers  are  reported  plowing  up  a  few  extra  acres  of  hay 
and  expanding  corn  fields.    Committees  in  Illinois,  lava,  and  several 
other  States,  report  farmers  are  cutting  down  a  "bit  on  soybean  and  oat 
acreages  in  some  cases  to  enlarge  their  corn  fields. 

And  in  the  southwest  many  farmers  are  planting  record  acreages 
of  grain  sorghums  on  land  originally  seeded  to  wheat  but  abandoned  due  to 
frost  and  unfavorable  weather. 

Recordings  for  the  Asking 

Ted  Hyman,  Ext,  Radio  Editor,  Virginia,  says  heTll  be  glad  to 
make  tape  recordings  for  any  RFD's  wanting  coverage  of  the  67th  National 
Convention  of  Eolstein-Friesian  Association  of  America  scheduled  for 
Roanoke,  Virginia,  June  2nd  through  ^th.    Send  requests  to  Ted  Eyman,  Ex- 
tension Radio  Editor,  Blacksburg,  Virginia. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  .  .  . 

NEC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .originates  Saturday  1:00  to 
1:30  p.m.  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    May  2k  feature  tells 
the  story  of  banking  geared  to  agriculture  with  Dr.  0.  B.  Jesness,  econo- 
mist from  Univ.  of  Minnesota;  Harry  W.  Swanzey,  banker  from  Joliet,  111; 
and  Lewis  Judd,  farmer  from  Big  Rock,  Illinois B    May  31  feature  reports 
on  the  Columbia  Basin  Celebration  with  Glenn  Lorang,  KEQ,  and  guests  tell- 
ing about  the  Grand  Coulee  Dam  and  the  agricultural  future  of  the  Columbia 
Bee in  Area. 

ABC  American  Farmer, , .originates  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT. 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom3    1-fe-y  2k  feature  covers 
"The  Inside  Story  of  Flood  Control"  with  Assistant  Secretary  Knox  T. 
Hutchinson;  Dr„  Robert  M.  Salter,  Chief  of  SCS;  and  Iyle  F.  Watts,  Chief 
of  Forest  Service.,    toy  31  feature  reports  on  cooperative  insect  survey 
and  plant  disease  reporting  services. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:1+5  p.m.  EDT. 
Bill  Costello  with  news  and  features  from  Washington. 

CBS  Morning  News.,, CBS  TV  Network. 0 . originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EDT  from  New  York  and  Washington.     "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from  USDA 
with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 
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Fertilizer  and  Farm  Machinery  Outlook 

The  fertilizer  supply  situation  remains  about  the  same  as  earlier 
in  the  year... a  slight  increase  in  production  from  last  year,  "but  not  quite 
enough  to  meet  estimated  demands.    There's  danger  here,  as  in  the  pesticide 
situation,  that  farmers  may  delay  a  hit  too  long  in  ordering  what  they  need 
and  then  not  "be  able  to  get  it  when  they  want  ite    Reports  indicate  that 
orders  in  the  South  are  running  as  much  as  20  percent  "behind  last  year... 
however,  Corn  Belt  supplies  are  moving  faster  than  a  year  ago.  Indications 
are  that  many  farmers  plan  to  increase  nitrogen  applications  and  some  who 
have  not  used  fertilizer  "before  will  do  so  this  year. 

As  for  farm  machinery, . .outlook  is  fairly  hopeful  with  production 
running  at  80  to  85  percent  of  estimated  requirements.    Demand  for  repair 
parts  is  expected  to  "be  about  6  percent  above  last  year's. 

Point  k  Documentary 

The  Point  k  staff  has  added  a  new  documentary  script  to  its 
radio  offerings,  a  quarter-hour  script  entitled  Point  h  in  the  Americas, 
calling  for  four  voices  with  a  minimum  of  music  and  effects.    It's  the 
story  of  technical  cooperation  with  America's  southern  neighbors.  Address 
requests  to:    Public  Affairs  Staff,  Technical  Cooperation  Administration, 
Department  of  State,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Correction  Please 

Understand  that  the  USDA  Farm  Safety  Week  fact  sheet  sent  you 
should  read  (page  k  second  and  fourth  figures  under  the  heading  of  finan- 
cial cost)  4,300,000  instead  of  4,360,000  and  30,830,000  instead  of 
38,800,000. 

Among  Oars elves 

Word  from  South  Carolina  is  that  J.  R.  Mallison  has  filled  the 
spot  of  Extension  Radio  Specialist  left  vacant  by  Paul  Seabrook. 

A  letter  from  John  Douglas,  Director  of  Farm  Broadcasts  for  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  mentions  that  Clinton  Tomson  has  just 
finished  judging  cattle  at  the  big  Sydney  show  and  will  soon  be  back  in 
the  U.  S.  with  some  good  first-hand  material  on  Australian  agriculture. 

Al  Bond,  Ext.  Radio  Specialist,  Washington,  goes  on  the  air 
with  Washington's  first  TV  show  next  week  in  Seattle. 

Sorry  that  we're  unable  to  report  at  this  time  just  how  yester- 
day's developments  in  the  Liberty  Network  operations  will  effect  Lee 
Eannify's  "Your  Country  Visitor." 


ENCLOSURES : 

IFYE  Roster 

Agr'l  Outlook  Digest 

Quality  Wool  from  Range  Sheep 


Sincerely, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  29,  1952 
Letter  Ko.  525 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Better  warn  the  wife  she  has  just  two  weeks  to  get  your  suitcase 
packed  for  that  trip  to  the  RED  Meeting  in  Washington  June  16,  17.  And 
while  you're  thinking  about  it,  "better  check  to  make  sure  you've  made  your 
hotel  reservation  with  Mr,  Seborn  Fullilove.    If  you  haven't,  a  wire  "pronto" 
may  still  do  the  trick.    His  address  is:    Reservations  Onager,  Raleigh  Hotel, 
12th  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington  h,  D.  C. 

Enclosed  with  this  letter  is  a  copy  of  the  program  as  it  now  stands. 
As  you'll  note  the  morning  sessions  are  timed  very  close  and  it  will  "be  nec- 
essary to  start  on  time  if  we  are  to  make  connections  with  the  succeeding 
events. 

As  you'll  also  notice,  more  time  has  "been  allowed  for  discussion 
with  the  speakers  than  in  past  years.    The  committee  has  done  this  on  popu- 
lar request.    It's  counting  on  you  to  "bring  the  questions  of  concern  to  you 
and  your  listeners  and  then  ask  them  of  the  Secretary  and  other  speakers  in 
these  informal  sessions. 

A  number  of  you  have  asked  a"bout  "bringing  your  recorders.    If  you 
want  recordings  and  can  "bring  your  own  recorder. . .that 's  fine.    And,  as  we've 
pointed  out,  our  two  Magnecorders  will  "be  set  up  and  available  to  as  many  as 
possible.    Please  "bring  your  own  tape.    If  you  want  us  to  help  in  lining  up 
your  interviewees  please  send,  as  soon  as  possible,  details  on  subjects  in- 
terested in  and  whether  you  want  to  record  on  Tuesday  afternoon  or  Wednesday. 

Attendance  prospects  are  good.    Department  folks  are  excited  about 
your  coming.    And  the  program  is  all  set. 

h-B.  Club  Camp  Recordings 

RFD's  wanting  recordings  from  National  ii-E  Club  Camp  but  unable 
to  get  them  in  person  may  send  specifications  and  tape  to  Joe  Tonkin.  He, 
Howard  Eass,  Extension  Radio  Editor,  Michigan,  and  this  office  will  be  work- 
ing together  to  see  that  your  orders  are  filled.    Please  include  word  on  the 
desired  length  and  who  the  interview  should  include.    Union  made  platter 
recordings  are  available  at  $5.00  for  a  12  inch  and  $8.00  for  a  16  inch. 
You'll  be  billed  directly  by  the  recording  company.    Orders  for  tapes  or 
platter  go  to  Joe  Tonkin,  Extension  Radio,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


SEE  YOU  JUKE  16 
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Mortgage  Debt  Jumps 

Folks  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  tell  us  this  week 
that  farm-mortgages  have  risen  to  about  where  they  were  in  xh2.    They  rose 
8  percent  in  '51... the  "biggest  jump  since  1920.    Total  figure  is  now  about 
6.3  "billion... $6, 299, 576, 000  to  "be  exact. 

As  you  may  recall,  the  United  States  total  farm-mortgage  debt 
reached  a  low  in  January  *i|-6...the  lowest  since  1913.    Since  that  time  it 
has  climbed  steadily  until  every  State  "but  Iowa,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  and 
South  Dakota  now  has  a  higher  farm-mortgage  debt  figure  than  in  f46.  Great- 
est hikes  were  2h  percent  in  Florida,  16  percent  in  Colorado  and  Idaho.  In- 
crease average  12  percent  in  the  Mountain  and  Pacific  States  and  11  percent 
in  the  South  Atlantic  States. 

More  Molasses  in  Feeds 

Department  marketing  specialists  announce  their  finding  of  a  large 
and  highly  flexible  use  for  more  "black  strap  molasses  in  livestock  feeds. 
Virile  use  of  molasses  for  making  industrial  alcohol  has  dropped  sharply  in 
recent  years,  they  find  use  of  molasses  in  animal  feeds  has  expanded.  These 
trends  are  expected  to  continue. 

Studies  show  that  as  an  ingredient  for  feeds,  molasses  is  usually 
a  cheaper  source  of  carbohydrates  than  corn3    Specialists  find  that  in  years 
when  molasses  is  cheap  in  relation  to  corn  and  other  carbohydrate  feeds,  its 
use  for  feeds  can  be  increased  by  large  amounts  to  a  good  advantage.  In 
the  few  years  that  molasses  is  high  its  use  can  be  cut  to  a  small  percent 
without  losing  the  advantage  of  palatability  from  the  molasses  content. 

And,  of  course,  in  addition  to  its  own  nutritional  value,  molasses 
makes  palatable  to  livestock  much  low-grade  hay  and  other  roughage  that  with 
out  it  might  be  wasted.  Used  in  that  way  it  both  adds  to  the  supply  of  live 
stock  feed  and  cuts  costs  for  the  feeder. 

Smoke y  Takes  a  Trip 

"Smokey  (the  fire  preventin' )  Bear"  has  just  finished  a  tour  of" 
Capitol  Hill  and  the  White  House  here  in  Washington.    It  was  a  legislative 
tour,  however.    Smokey  was  the  subject  of  a  bill,  now  a  law,  to  prevent  mis- 
use of  "Smokey  Bear"  as  the  nation-wide  symbol  for  forest  fire  prevention. 
Rules  and  regulations  for  use  of  the  sumbolic  bear  dressed  in  dungarees  and 
a  forester's  hat  will  be  issued  shortly. 

Incidentally,  still  modeling  for  the  posters  is  little  Smokey, 
tjie  live  bear  found  clinging  to  a  tree  trunk  in  the  Lincoln  National  Forest 
fire  in  New  Mexico  two  years  ago.    He  then  weighed  k  pounds  and  had  a  badly 
burned  set  of  feet.    He's  a  big  bear  now  and  lives  here  in  the  Washington 
zoo. 

Ag  Editors  Meet  In  Denver 

While  PxFD's  are  meeting  here  in  Washington  the  American  Agricul- 
tural Editors'  Association  will  hold  their  summer  meeting  at  Denver,  Dates 
are  June  15  through  19. 
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RFD^s  Europe  Bound 


Met  "briefly  last  week  with  the  eleven  farm  information  folks  tak- 
ing part  in  a  Mutual  Security  Administration  tour  of  four  European  countries. 
Three  individual  station  WD fs  and  one  network  farm  director  were  in  that 
group  which  flew  to  Paris  last  weekend.    The  venturesome  four  are  Sam  Schneider, 
KVOO;  "Jack"  Jackson,  KCMO;  Larry  Haeg,  WCCO;  and  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS. 

I  f.-vj 

From  Paris  they'll  go  to  Italy,  Germany  and  Austria  as  part  of  a 
project  aimed  at  exchange  of  information  ideas  as  applied  to  agriculture  and 
particularly  agricultural  production  programs.    The  group  will  meet  in  each 
country  with  ministry  of  agriculture  and  local  farm  radio,  magazine,  and 
farm  organization  representatives  to  compare  notes  on  "likes"  and  differences 
of  farm  problems  and  programs  in  the  respective  countries.    At  the  same  time 
the  group  plans  to  get  a  first-hand  look  at  what's  being  done  in  agricultural 
technical  cooperation  programs  over  there. 

The  rest  of  the  group  from  the  U.  S.  is  made  up  of  farm  magazine 
and  farm  organization  information  people.    The  three  farm  magazine  represent- 
atives are  Earl  McMunn,  Editor,  The  Ohio  Farmer,  and  Capper  Publications  cor- 
respondent; Eugene  Butler,  Managing  Editor  of  The  Progressive  Farmer;  and 
Donald  Watson,  Managing  Editor  of  The  New  England  Homestead.    Farm  organiza- 
tion representatives  are  Ted  F.  Berry  of  the  National  Grange;  R.  S,  Gilfillen 
of  the  National  Farmers  Union;  Gwynn  Garnett  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation;  and  Kit  Haynes  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmers  Cooperative. 

They'll  fly  hack  to  the  U.  S.  about  July  5th. 

How  Expensive  Is  TV? 

Maynard  Speece  recently  showed  me  some  figures  on  approximate  costs 
of  various  kinds  of  television  stations.    They  came  out  of  the  May. 5th  Radio- 
TV  Daily  and  were  quoted  by  A,  B.  Chamberlain,  Chief  Engineer  for  CBS -TV. 
In  view  of  some  of  the  extremely  high  estimates  rumored  some  of  you  RFD's  may 
be  as  interested  in  those  figures  as  I  was. 

For  instance,  minimum  cost  of  a  UHF  station  in  a  city  of  less  than 
50,000  is  about  $119,550.    A  VBF  Channel  7  to  15  station  in  that  same  city 
would  cost  $116,950,  and  the  estimate  for  a  Channel  2  to  6  VBF  station  in 
such  a  location  would  come  to  $111,700, 

For  an  idea  on  the  cost  of  these  same  type  stations  in  different 
sized  cities  we've  listed  estimates  below: 


City  Population 

50,000  to  250,000 
250,000  to  1,000,000 
over  1,000,000 


DBF 

$3^0,250. 
$1+36,920. 
$6oi+,700. 


VHF  (7-15) 

$336,700. 
$1+31^60. 
$5^4,600. 


VHF  (2-6) 

$3^2,200. 
$1130,760. 
$567,600. 


Next  general  crop  report  out  June  10. 


SEE  YOU  JUNE  l6 
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Crop  Insect  Research  Revised 

Due  to  outstanding  progress  in  recent  years  on  the  development  of 
control  methods  for  some  of  the  nation's  major  cereal  and  forage  crop  in- 
sects, TJ5DA  entomologists  are  revising  their  insect -control  research. 

Success  in  providing  cereal  and  forage  crop  farmers  means  of  con- 
trolling several  of  the  most  destructive  insects,  makes  it  possible  to  di- 
rect a  "bigger  portion  of  Federal  research  against  some  other  damaging  insect 
pests. 

A  re -alignment  of  research  has  already  "been  completed  for  the  con- 
trol of  insects  affecting  growing  rice  and  sugarcane,    USDA  will  "be  cooper- 
ating with  the  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  of  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  and  Mississippi  on  rice  insect  problems,  with  the  Stations  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  on  sugarcane  insect  problems,  and  with  organizations 
representing  growers,  shippers,  and  processors  as  well. 

Similar  research  re -evaluation  is  now  underway  in  connection  with 
insects  that  damage  growing  corn.    They  feel  that  research  on  the  European 
corn  borer  and  the  corn  earworm  has  progressed  far  enough  that  some  of  the 
emphasis  can  be  switched  to  other  destructive  corn  pests.    The  Bureau  of 
Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  is  now  working  with  experiment  stations  in 
principal  corn-growing  States  to  set  up  the  priority  of  research  needed 
with  the  many  insect  problems  affecting  corn.    This  in  turn  will  be  used 
as  a  guide  in  revising  the  research  program. 

Pork  Purchases  Stopped 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  last  week  that  it 
has  suspended  buying  of  pork  products  under  the  purchase  program  announced 
originally  April  9.    The  program  was  operated  for  the  purpose  of  diverting 
temporary  burdensome  supplies  of  pork  from  the  market. 

Total  purchases  under  the  program  amount  to  26,^90,000  pounds  of 
pork  products  at  a  cost  of  about  $13,500,000.    The  pork  products  purchased 
will  be  specially  cured  and  smoked  in  compliance  with  IBDA  specifications 
for  distribution  during  the  period  September  1  through  December,  1952-,  to 
the  non-profit  school  lunch  program  and  other  eligible  outlets. 

Labor  Lead 

Recently  received  a  copy  of  the  1952  Farm  Labor  Recruitment  Kit 
put  out  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  and  sent  to  local  and  State  em- 
ployment offices. 

The  kit  has  lots  of  helpful  materials  in  it.    Your  closest  local 
office  of  the  State  employment  service  will  be  more  than  glad  to  furnish 
you  with  information  suited  for  your  area.    You  know  of  the  extreme  pro- 
blems farm  labor  shortages  are  already  causing  this  year.    I'm  sure  your 
cooperation  with  the  employment  people  will  be  most  helpful  to  them  and  to 
farmers  in  your  listening  area. 

SEE  YOU  JWE  16 
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Latest  Insect  Picture 

This  week's  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Report  tells  us  that 
European  corn  "borer  pupation  is  veil  underway  in  the  central  corn  "belt  and 
nearly  complete  in  Kansas  and  Southern  Illinois.    Alfalfa  weevil  adults 
and  larvae  have  "been  found  near  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.    That's  an  exten- 
sion of  the  known  infestation  in  that  State, 

Bed-handed  leaf  roller  eggs  are  hatching  in  Massachusetts  and 
Southern  Michigan.    Light  injury  to  fruit  in  Southern  Illinois  "by  this  in- 
sect is  reported.    The  Mexican  bean  "beetles  are  coming  out  of  hibernation 
in  southeastern  Pennsylvania  and  the  vegetable  weevil  is  damaging  vegetable 
crops  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  southward  along  the  Atlantic  Seaboard 
to  Georgia.    This  same  pest  is  reported  damaging  tobacco  in  Roane  and  Putnam 
counties,  Tennessee  and  damaging  cabbage  in  Orange  county,  California. 

Fortunately,  the  over-all  supply  of  insecticides  continues  to  be 
good,  and  is  currently  adequate  for  all  anticipated  requirements. 

For  Point  Four  Information 

Enclosed  is  an  explanation  of  information  materials  available  on 
Point  Four  through  the  State  Department.    As  you'll  note  there's  a  slip 
to  complete  and  return  to  them  if  interested, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

CBS  Farm  News, , .originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT.  Bill 
Costello  with  news  and  features  from  Washington. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .originates  Saturday  1:00  to 
1:30  p.m.  EDT.    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    June  7  feature  deals  with 
June  Dairy  Month  from  the  producer-consumer  standpoint.    Guests  are  Donald 
McDowell,  Wisconsin  Alumni  Research  Foundation,  and  William  Knox,  Hoards 
Dairyman.    June  Ik  broadcast  reports  on  Kansas  State  College  Conference  on 
isotopes  in  plant  and  animal  research.    Bob  Hilgendorf  interviewing  Dean 
of  Agriculture  R.  I.  Throckmorton,  Kansas  State;  Dr.  Paul  Aebersold,  U.S. 
Atomic  Energy  Commission;  and  Dr.  Sterling  Hendrix,  USDA  Research  Center, 
Beltsville,  Mi. 

-ABC  American  Farmer. . .originates  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT, 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom,    June  7  feature  tells 
of  "Making  The  Most  Of  Milk"  with  Dr.  Esther  Phipard  and  Dr.  George  Holm 
of  USDA's  home  economics  and  dairy  industry  agencies,  respectively.  June 
lV  feature  reports  on  June  11  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  Advisory  Committee 
meeting  on  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

USDA  TV  Developments 

On  June  8  USDA  starts  an  experimental  series  of  30  minute  weekly 
shows,  Sunday  morning  10:30  to  11:00  over  WTOP-TV  entitled  "You  and  Your 
Land."    The  June  8  show  centers  around  a  simulated  staff  conference  with 
Secretary  Brannan  and  a  number  of  Bureau  chiefs  discussing  numerous  current 
problems  of  concern  to  USDA  and  the  viewing  audience.    In  subsequent  pro- 
grams such  problems  will  be  expanded  and  explained  by  Department  specialists. 


Project  on  Air  Sac  Infection 


A  two-year  research  program  on  a  respiratory  disease  of  poultry 
known  as  "air  sac  infection"  has  just  "been  announced  as  of  h  p.m.  today. 
The  project  will  "be  conducted  "by  the  Department  and  cooperating  States,  with 
most  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  various  States. 

Air  sac  infection  has  appeared  in  almost  all  poultry  sections  of 
the  country,  increasing  noticeably  since  the  winter  of  195°-51»  Greatest 
losses  have  "been  suffered  along  the  eastern  seaboard,  and  it  is  expected 
that  research  projects  will  be  started  first  in  this  area.    You* re  being 
sent  full  detail  in  release  USDA  II65-52. 

As  of  3  P.M.  Today 

Prices  taken  in  by  farmers  for  the  month  ending  May  15  were  up 
one  percent  according  to  this  afternoon's  price  report.    General  level  of 
prices  paid  by  farmers  during  that  same  period  was  steady.    Prices  paid  for 
living  and  production  goods  still  average  about  1  percent  higher  than  a 
year  ago. 

The  rise  in  prices  received  is  largely  credited  to  the  $3.60  per 
cwt  rise  in  hogs  during  the  month  along  with  a  boost  in  prices  for  cattle 
calves,  wool,  corn,  soybeans,  most  fruits,  potatoes,  and  cabbage.  However, 
lower  prices  were  taken  in  for  dairy  products,  poultry  and  eggs,  cotton, 
hay,  wheat,  oats,  barley,  sheep,  lambs,  tomatoes,  and  onions. 

Among  Ourselves 

Sandy  Saunders,  WKY,  writes  that  he's  currently  lining  up  a  plow- 
ing match  and  soil  conservation  field  day  for  Snyder,  Oklahoma,  July  22  and 
23.    $100  prize  for  the  best  plowman. . .any  volunteers? 

Just  out  is  word  of  Mai  Hansen's  fifth  annual  WOW  farm  study  tour. 
Understand  it's  headed  for  Mexico  and  Texas  this  year  with  the  16  day  trip 
slated  to  start  September  l4th. 

Speaking  of  farm  tours, . .Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  will  be  on  hand  with 
plenty  of  Texans  to  back  him  up  when  he  arrives  in  Washington  with  his 
group  June  18, 

SEE  YOU  JUNE  16 
Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
ENCLOSURES:  for  Radio  and  Television 

Statistical  Summary 

Program  for  5th  RFD  Meeting  in  Washington 
Point  k  and  the  RFD 


